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Premiums are Tax-Deductible: All plan contributions, including 
the portion allocated to life insurance premiums, are income 
tax-deductible. 
 
Example: Assume the client resides in a state where the 
combined federal and state income tax is 42% and life 
insurance premium is $100,000. 
 

Owning the life insurance outside the pension plan: 
One must earn this amount:     $172,413 
Pay tax at 42%:           (72,413) 
Amount Remaining to Pay Premium:    $100,000 

Owning the policy inside the pension plan: 
Premium payment:        $100,000 
Tax Savings (Deduction):          (42,000) 
Net Cost:            $58,000 
$58,000/172,413 = 33.6% 
 
In other words, it costs one-third the amount to buy the policy 
INSIDE the pension plan or $114,413 less than the cost to 
own it outside the plan when you take into consideration the 
tax aspects! 
 
Your client probably has better things to do with the 
$114,413, don’t you think? 
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PolicyÊProceedsÊPassÊIncomeÊTax-FreeÊtoÊtheÊBeneficiary: 
LifeÊinsuranceÊproceedsÊpassÊtoÊaÊbeneficiaryÊincomeÊtax-freeÊtoÊ
theÊextentÊtheyÊexceedÊtheÊpolicy’sÊcashÊsurrenderÊvalueÊ(IRCÊ101). 
 
PolicyÊProceedsÊPassÊEstateÊTax-FreeÊwhenÊPaidÊtoÊSpouse: 
SinceÊERTAÊ’80ÊnoÊestateÊtaxÊisÊdueÊwhenÊpaidÊtoÊaÊspouseÊdueÊtoÊ
theÊunlimitedÊmaritalÊdeducƟon. 
 
PlanÊSelf-CompleƟng:ÊIfÊoneÊdiesÊbeforeÊreƟrement,ÊtheÊlife 
insuranceÊpolicyÊwillÊprovideÊall,ÊorÊsubstanƟallyÊall,ÊtheÊmoniesÊ
thatÊwouldÊhaveÊbeenÊavailableÊatÊreƟrement. 
 
RaƟngsÊareÊDeducƟble:ÊTheÊraƟngsÊapplied,ÊifÊany,ÊbecomeÊtaxÊ
deducƟbleÊasÊaÊnormalÊpartÊofÊtheÊpremium. 
 
LargerÊDeducƟon:ÊTheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊisÊanÊancillary,ÊorÊextra 
benefit,ÊandÊhasÊtheÊeffectÊofÊcreaƟngÊaddiƟonalÊtax-deducƟbleÊ
contribuƟons.ÊYourÊclientÊhasÊlifeÊinsurance,ÊwhyÊnotÊaddÊitÊtoÊtheÊ
planÊandÊcreateÊanÊaddiƟonalÊdeducƟon? 
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AssetÊProtecƟon:ÊTheÊassetsÊinÊanÊERISAÊplanÊareÊprotectedÊfromÊ
theÊclaimsÊofÊjudgmentÊcreditors.ÊThisÊextendsÊtoÊtheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊ
policy. 
 
ReducesÊPersonalÊExpenses:ÊTheÊpensionÊplanÊpaysÊtheÊpremium,Ê
theÊparƟcipantÊsavesÊtheÊexpense,ÊasÊitÊrelievesÊthemÊfromÊtheÊ
burdenÊofÊpurchasingÊpersonalÊinsuranceÊcoverage. 
 
LapseÊAvoidance:ÊTheÊplanÊassetsÊandÊcontribuƟonsÊareÊusedÊtoÊ
payÊtheÊpremium. 
 
FringeÊBenefit:ÊEmployeeÊparƟcipantsÊactuallyÊgetÊtwoÊbenefits:Ê
theÊreƟrementÊbenefitÊandÊtheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊbenefit. 
 
AffordabilityÊaŌerÊReƟrement:ÊTheÊparƟcipantÊcanÊtakeÊtheÊpolicyÊ
withÊthemÊatÊreƟrement.ÊThisÊpolicy,ÊhavingÊbeenÊissuedÊatÊaÊ
youngerÊage,ÊwillÊhaveÊaÊlowerÊcostÊthanÊaÊcurrentlyÊissuedÊpolicy.Ê
TheÊrateÊclassificaƟonÊatÊissueÊwillÊbeÊpreservedÊallowingÊtheÊpolicyÊ
toÊbeÊmaintainedÊatÊmoreÊfavorableÊpricesÊifÊtheÊparƟcipantÊhasÊ
sinceÊsufferedÊaÊhealthÊdecline. 
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QualifiedÊPlanÊExitÊStrategies 
 

WhatÊhappensÊifÊyouÊneedÊtoÊremoveÊtheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊfrom 
theÊplan?ÊThereÊareÊseveralÊopƟons: 
 
· TakeÊaÊTaxableÊDistribuƟon 
TheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊpolicyÊisÊdistributedÊtoÊtheÊparƟcipantÊ(you) 
directlyÊfromÊtheÊpensionÊplanÊandÊyouÊconƟnueÊtoÊmaintain 
theÊpolicyÊonÊaÊnon-qualifiedÊbasis.ÊAtÊtheÊƟmeÊofÊthe 
distribuƟonÊincomeÊtaxÊisÊdueÊonÊtheÊfairÊmarketÊvalueÊofÊthe 
policyÊlessÊtheÊaccumulatedÊoneÊyearÊtermÊ(P.S.Ê58)Êcosts. 
 
· PurchaseÊtheÊPolicy 
TheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊpolicyÊisÊpurchasedÊforÊitsÊfairÊmarketÊvalue. 
TheÊassetsÊofÊtheÊplanÊareÊnotÊdepleted;ÊtheÊinsuranceÊis 
maintainedÊoutsideÊofÊtheÊplanÊunchanged.ÊThisÊpurchaseÊis 
notÊaÊtaxableÊevent. 
 
· ExchangeÊtheÊPolicy 
SeveralÊcarriersÊhaveÊanÊexchangeÊopƟonÊfeatureÊallowingÊtheÊ
policyÊinsideÊtheÊplanÊtoÊbeÊexchangedÊforÊaÊnewÊpolicy 
outsideÊtheÊplan.ÊYourÊinsurabilityÊwillÊremainÊtheÊsameÊas 
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· TransferÊtoÊInsuranceÊTrustÊ(ILIT) 

AnÊirrevocableÊlifeÊinsuranceÊtrustÊisÊcreated.ÊTheÊtrust 
purchasesÊtheÊpolicyÊfromÊtheÊpensionÊplan.ÊTheÊdollarsÊusedÊtoÊ
purchaseÊtheÊpolicyÊrollÊoverÊtoÊyourÊIRAÊwhileÊtheÊpolicyÊitselfÊ
transfersÊtoÊtheÊinsuranceÊtrust.ÊProperlyÊstructuredÊtheÊpolicyÊ
proceedsÊwillÊbeÊincomeÊandÊestateÊtaxÊfree. 

· SurrenderÊtheÊPolicy 

IfÊyouÊnoÊlongerÊneedÊorÊdesireÊlifeÊinsuranceÊprotecƟon,ÊyouÊ
mayÊsurrenderÊtheÊlifeÊinsuranceÊcontractÊandÊretainÊtheÊcashÊ
surrenderÊvaluesÊinsideÊyourÊreƟrementÊaccount. 
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